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KerAlA FlOODs – DIsAster UNPreCeDeNteD

lessons to learn and corrective measures to be implemented in reconstitution.

Kerala faced the biggest unprecedented 
flood disaster of the century in August 2018. 
Commencing in June, 2018 Kerala was 
subjected to frequent rains, which peaked in 
mid-August with disastrous consequences. 
Worst affected were Wayanad, Idukki 
(and Munnar), Alappuzha (Alleppey and 
Kuttanad), Pathanamthitta. The banks of 
River Periyar and River Pampawere the 
worst affected. The 42 dams in Kerala 
were all threatening full, so much so, they 
all including the Idukki dam had to open all 
shutters, adding to the already grim flood 
levels. More than 400 lives were lost, large 
number of animals, both wild and domestic, 
died. Couple of millions were displaced and 
had to move to shelters and camps. The floods caused immense suffering to people, loss of belongings 
and damages to properties both domestic and commercial belongings.

The responses from one and all were spontaneous and stupendous. The ‘LuLu’ group donated Rs. 
5 crores. ‘Apple’ donated Rs. 7 crores. Kerala businessmen is UAE donated Rs. 12.5 crores. While 
the Prime Minister and Home Minister visited the state and assured all assistance, interim relief of 
Rs. 500 + Rs. 600 crores were announced. While the Kerala Chief Minister Sri. Pinarayi Vijayan 
donated Rs. 1 lakh (me too), our educational charitable organization, Bharat Education Society, 
Kurla, donated Rs. 5 lakhs. Donations in cash and kind are still pouring in. IDMA (Indian Drug 
Manufacturers Association) came forward spontaneously to collect medicines from member firms 
and forwarded to the needy in Kerala both by air and 
road. One of the first trucks of medicines to leave for 
Kerala was from BDH Industries Ltd. Mr. N.H. Israni 
and his collegues from Blue Cross Laboratories, 
made magnificent contributions both in cash as well 
as medicines. The Chennai team of IDMA under the 
leadership of Mr. Jayaseelan arranged for many 
consignments of medicines for the flood victims. 
Kudos to the benevolent donors. K Vasuki, district collector in-charge of 

Thiruvananthapuram, and, TV Anupama of Thrissur
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There were local heroes too. The Fishermen of Kerala, with their fishing boats became legendary saviours in the 
flood ravaged interiors. Firemen, Police volunteers like Seva Bharati all became charged with spirit with service 
and sacrifice to save and serve the humanity. Outstanding were the contributions by the volunteers in the relief 
camps. The young and enthusiastic District Collectors of Trivandrum, Pathanamthitta, Alleppey, Ernakulam and 
others deserve special mention.

What next? What lessons learnt form this disaster. Unauthorised constructions, blocking of free water movements, 
encroachments on river beds and illegal quarrying in the hills all added to the magnitude of the problem. While 
it is estimated to take months or even years to rebuild Kerala, it is hoped that needful caution and care will be 
taken in repairing the damage to environment caused by encroachments, unauthorised constructions and hillside 
invasions. 

The most positive angle of the Kerala floods, appear to be the ‘selfless comraderies’ exhibited by all sections of the 
society, forgetting caste, creed and religion as well as political differences and enmities. The profoundness of the 
tragedy was highlighted by the co-inciding with Onam, the biggest annual festival of Kerala. All over Kerala and 
even elsewhere including overseas the celebrations of Onam was cancelled this year, and the funds collected were 
diverted as donation to flood relief.

Findings of the Kasturirangan report and the predictions of Madhav Gadgil will need to be headed by the government 
in the Reconstruction of Kerala. Let this lesson from Kerala be taken note by rest of India as well as the world, to 
work and live in harmony with nature in future.

-----------------------------------------------

Donations can be 
made onlineat the 
Chief Minister’s 
Distress Relief Fund 
through the web 
portal link

https://donation.
cmdrf.kerala.gov.
in/#donation

And the other 
donation options 
sited on the CMDRF 
website are:

KerAlA FlOOD 
DONAtIONs
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KerAlA FlOODs: DIsPOsAl OF tONNes OF e-wAste

All the household materials that 
got damaged are now pilling up 
in every nook and corner of the 
flood hit state. ‘Suchitwa Mission’ 
a Kerala-state owned body for 
providing policy and implementing 
various strategy for sanitation and 
waste management are working 
out on various modalities to meet 
the huge waste management 
challenge in the aftermath of 
deluge as stated by Dr Ajay Kumar 
Varma, Executive Director.

Collection centres and contact 
points have been set upin the flood 
affected districts. The details of all 
collection points and the summary 
of collection are available on the 
Clean Kerala Company (http://
www.cleankeralacompany.com/)
Click here for more: https://www.deccanchronicle.com/nation/current-affairs/310818/suchitwa-ropes-in-6-more-firms-for-
waste-disposal.html

KerAlAresCUe.IN
teCH COMPANIes AND GeeKs PItCH IN tO HelP OrGANIse relIeF eFFOrts

Volunteers from the Institute of Electrical and Electronics 
Engineers (IEEE) and Kerala’s IT Cell, who, together created a 
website called ‘keralarescue.in’. The purpose of this website 
is to coordinate the relief effort and get messages to offline 
rescue operations in the state.

The website was started without any funding and relied on 
Slack for handling the messages. The site became so popular 
that the free version of Slack, being used by the Kerala rescue 
team, couldn’t handle the load. So they contacted Slack CEO 
Stewart Butterfield who actually responded within 1 minute 
to give them a free upgrade. The effort was further boosted 

by the involvement of several tech giants such as Microsoft, 
Google, Uber and more.

As per the report, 10 million requests were being generated 
on the Slack channel and nearly 1,585 coders were handling 
it. The CMDRF (Chief Minister’s Distress Relief Fund) website 
kept on crashing due to the overwhelming amount of requests, 
the top IT companies such as Oracle, UST Global and others 
worked with C-DIT (the organisation who ran the CMDRF 
website) to resolve the issue. By the evening of 19 August, a 
mirror site had been set up for handling the load.
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•	 1.5	CRORE	ordered	to	be	donated	to	Kerala	Flood	Relief	by	J.	Kathawalla	of	
Bombay Highcourt in Glenmark vs Galpha Labs TM case

•	 Kerala	High	Court	registers	a	suo	moto	case	to	ascertain	whether	floods	in	
state were man-made

Click here for more: (https://www.firstpost.com/tech/news-analysis/kerala-floods-tech-companies-and-geeks-pitch-in-to-
help-organise-relief-efforts-5000941.html)
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